WEEK 14:  YELLOW TOADFLAX



PHOTO # 49
Yellow Toadflax (Linaria vulgaris)

Yellow toadflax is a member of the Figwort family and is sometimes called common toadflax or butter and eggs. It was introduced from Europe as an ornamental and has now become a serious problem to rangeland and mountain meadows.  It is a perennial reproducing from seed, as well as from underground rootstalk. The flowers are bright yellow with deep orange centers that resemble the snapdragon. Yellow toadflax does well in all types of soils.  Its displacement of desirable grasses not only reduces ecological diversity, but also reduces rangeland value and can lead to erosion problems. Yellow toadflax is said to contain chemicals that stimulate the secretion of bile from the liver when levels are low. It is thus used in combination with other herbs to treat liver problems  Because of its early vigorous growth, extensive underground root system, and effective seed dispersal methods, yellow toadflax is difficult to control. 

For additional information, contact Pitkin County Land Management at 920-5214 or the City of Aspen Parks Department at 429-2026.
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